Fastpitch Q&A
Q) What is girl’s fastpitch softball? 

     A) Fastpitch is a cross between softball and baseball, a softball is used instead of a baseball. The girls are allowed to lead off, steal bases, and bunt. Girls at all levels do the pitching, which is a fast moving underhand delivery. Fastpitch is basically the girl’s equivalent of boy’s traveling baseball. It is a sport that is played at the high school, college and Olympic level.
Q) Which Association do I play fastpitch for?
      A) The Minnesota Sports Federation (MSF) is who regulates fastpitch in the state of Minnesota. You must have a high school, to have a fastpitch association. The draw area for fastpitch is the high school’s attendance area.  If your address puts you in what would be Andover High School attendance area you have to play for Andover Fastpitch. If you are opened enrolled in a school, you have the choice to play for either the association that draws from your school or the association that would draw from your address. If your high school attendance area does not have a fastpitch association or your association does not have enough girls to field a team, at any level, you then have a choice to play where ever you want. The only age level that is open is 18U, at this level you can play for any association you wish. These are general rules; however, there are different rules for different age levels. If this is a concern, please feel free to call Todd Voltin.
Q) How often do I play?

      A) At the 10U level they usually play double headers 1 day a week, you will also play up to 4 weekend tournaments which includes, two weekend tournaments, the state qualifier and the state tournament if your team qualifies.

           At the 12U level they usually play double headers 2 days a week, you will also play up to 4 weekend tournaments which includes, two weekend tournaments, the state qualifier and the state tournament if your team qualifies.

           At the 14U and 16U levels the girls could play double headers from 2 to 4 days a week; you will also play up to 5 weekend tournaments which includes three weekend tournaments, the state qualifier and the state tournament if your team qualifies.

At the 18U level the girls could play double headers from 2 to 4 day a week; you will play 5 to 6 weekend tournaments which includes 3 to 4 weekend tournament, the state qualifier and the state tournament if your team qualifies. At our 18U gold level you could be playing 2 of your tournaments out of state.
 
 For all ages, leagues games are double headers against the same team.

Q) Where do we play games and how far do we travel?
      A) All home games will be at the Fastpitch fields behind Andover High School. Your away games could be played anywhere from Chaska to Becker. The suburban league makes up the teams schedules for the season. They make every effort to create a Northern, Southern, Eastern and Western division to keep travel as close as possible. Meaning, we are in the Northern league and usually play Coon Rapids, Elk River, Big Lake, Becker, Cambridge, Spring Lake Park and so on. If for some reason there are not enough teams at an age level to create a 6 to 12 team division you could possibly play teams further away. There is really no way to tell for sure. Your tournaments are up to coaches, parents and the Association.  You may play in the metro, out of the metro or in “out of state” tournament’s.
Q) I have two daughters, one is eligible to play 10U and one for 12U, can my daughter who plays on 10U play up a level so they can be on the same team?

      A) Girl’s will  be allowed to play up a level, if the number of girls playing at both age levels involved will allow it. It would not be fair to the other girls to be short players or to have too many. The girl moving up will also have to prove that her playing ability, will allow her to move up a level. You may never move down an age level. If a parent volunteers to coach a team, and has 2 daughters that are no more than one age level apart they may be allowed to move up.
Q) Can my daughter play up a level or more?

      A) Girls will be allowed to play up levels if there playing ability warrants it and the numbers will allow it.

Q) When does the season start and end?

 A) 10U, 12U and 14U usually starts the 1st week of May.  State Qualifier and the State Tournament is usually scheduled a week or two after the 4th of July.
      16U and 18U does not usually start until school is out. State qualifier and the

State tournament is usually scheduled a week or two after the 4th of July.  
Again, MSF schedules the tournaments.

Weather permitting, practices will start.

Q) Who will be the coaches?
                    A) All coaches are volunteers, usually a parent. If we can not find some one to coach, we will not have a team. The association will pay for anyone who is interested in coaching and would like to attend a coaching clinic.
Q) What is Andover fastpitch playing time rules?

           A) At all age levels there is a gold and a silver division, we are a traveling fastpitch  league and we cannot guarantee everyone will play all positions and have equal amounts of playing time. If our level of players allow us to have a gold team, the higher skilled girls may have more playing time, but everyone will play. If our level of play has us playing in the silver league there will be more equal playing time. Above all our 10U level is to try and get the girls to play as many positions as much time as there abilities will allow.  Our 12U level will be girls playing 1 or 2 of there better positions as their ability grows.  14U, 16U and 18U levels will have the girls playing their best positions.
Above all, safety comes first!  If a coach feels a girl cannot play a position for safety reasons, she will not be played at that position.
Q) If there are enough girls at an age level to have 2 or more teams how will the teams be decided?


A) There will be 2 ways that this will be decided, playing ability and dedication to fastpitch. There will be a couple a days set up for an evaluation process, after the process is completed. The first 12 to 14 girls will be on team 1, the next 12 to 14 will be on team 2 and so on.  An example would be: If after the playing ability process it completed, and 3 of the girls on team 1 will be gone for a sports camp or other family commitment the weekend of the state qualifier or state tournament. These girls may have to be moved around to make it fair to the rest of the girls.
                  Last summer 4 out of our 5 teams qualified to go to the state tournament, only 2 teams had enough girls to play, because of other sports and family conflicts. The team that did not qualify for state, did not have enough players for the state qualifier weekend. Andover Fastpitch and AAA are strong promoters of multi sport athletes, as some girls have chosen basketball, hockey or soccer as their primary sport. Some have chosen fastpitch, to be fair to those girls and all of our girls we will make every effort to make the numbers work. In hopes that all of the girls who wish to experience a State tournament , high school and/or  college career in fastpitch will get too.
Q) What do I have to supply for my daughter to play?

A) You will be required to supply your glove and a black helmet with a mask. You will also need to buy your own compression sliding short if you wish to use them.

If you have any other questions, please feel free to email or call me. You may also want to check out our web-site for updated information and future clinics at: Andoverathletic.org
Todd Voltin
Home: 763-205-5122

Work: 763-323-8036

Email: TVoltin@farmersagent.com 
