OMGAA

OSSEO-MAPLE GROVE ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION

SECRETARY’S REPORT

September 19, 2006

Chair:
The meeting was called to order by Mike Parenteau, President, at 7:04 p.m. 
Attending:
Mike Parenteau, Dave Ditty, Tom Goltz, Steve Larson, Dave Mauch (arrived 8:10), Don Myhre, Marci Sadler, Paul Sperl, Bob Usset, Ward Wallner, Jeff Young, and Tim Murphy

Mike Parenteau reminded the Board that the annual meeting to elect directors will be held in October for the following positions:  President, Secretary, Tournament Director, Senior House Baseball Director, Senior Traveling Baseball Director, Training Director and Traveling Fastpitch Director.  Notices will be published in the newspaper and on the OMGAA website.
Open Forum:

None

Secretary’s Report:  Minutes for the month of July 2006 meeting were submitted by Tim Murphy for board review and approval.



Motion to approve minutes was made by Don Myhre 




Seconded by Jeff Young



Motion was voice approved unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report:
Account balances and summary of activity for the period ended September 19, 2006 were submitted by Tom Goltz for board review and approval.




Motion to approve was made by Paul Sperl 



Seconded by Marci Sadler



Motion was voice approved unanimously.

Director’s Reports:

Traveling Fastpitch Director:
Bob Usset has arranged for tryouts in the Plymouth Dome for 2007.  OMGAA had 11 Traveling Fastpitch teams this year and may be as many as 14 in 2007.  Club teams are raising the level of competition.  OMGAA will have a greater need for clinics and training in order to remain competitive with the elite teams.  Fastpitch is becoming a year round sport with Fall and Winter ball.  Bob anticipates the need for more training opportunities and a discussion began concerning the need for a second Traveling Fastpitch Director.
Junior Traveling Director:
Dave Ditty reported that he is having conversations with interested parties about fielding an all Osseo High School based 14 year old team in 2007.

Equipment Director:  Marci Sadler reported that “clean-up night” allowed OMGAA to donate 30 unused batting helmets to Heritage Christian Academy.  Damaged equipment that has been returned that was deemed to be unusable was thrown away.  8-10 teams have not yet returned equipment from this summer and therefore a second turn-in night will be scheduled.  
Vice President:  Ward Wallner reported that OMGAA has received a rebate check from Sports Star Photography in the amount of $1995.21.
President:  Mike Parenteau discussed the proposed building at Fernbrook School.  To make this happen OMGAA will need to provide volunteers such as Mechanical and Civil Engineers in order to begin the process with the City of Maple Grove.  
Ad Hoc Committee Reports:

Fundraising Committee:
Mike Parenteau has a draft of some Fundraising Policies that need additional work before they are presented to the board for consideration.  
Capital Improvements:
Ward Wallner led a discussion about assessing the priorities for any Capital Improvements.  After determining the priorities, OMGAA will need to recruit volunteers such as engineers and contractors from within the OMGAA membership and if not successful, then search for outside contractors.  With OMGAA’s charitable status, professionals who donate time will be able to deduct their “donation”.  Discussion was held about making the needs more visible on the OMGAA website and via a postcard mailing.  There will be a need to coordinate with the City and the School District before going out for bids on any project, as past experience has shown.  The current members of the Capital Improvement Committee are Ward Wallner, Tom Goltz and Steve Larson.  

Unfinished Business:

Capital Improvements- Field Conditions:
OMGAA should expect there will be requests for donations for field improvements from Osseo and Maple Grove High School for improvements to baseball and softball fields.  The current conditions are not meeting expectations.
New Business:

On-Line Newsletter / Evaluations:
Postcards will go out to all families announcing that the annual evaluation form is on-line and asking them to complete the evaluations and to read the year end newsletter. 
Future Structure:


A.
Move 15 Year Old Traveling to Senior Traveling Program

For several years, the board has discussed the OMGAA policy of only allowing traveling 15 Year old baseball players to play in our Junior Traveling Program and not permit them to “play up” to Mickey Mantle.    The policy has made in difficult in recent years to field a competitive 15 Year Old Traveling team as many players choose to join the high school based programs.  Discussion was held on discontinuing the 15 Year Old Junior Traveling teams and allowing 15 year old players to play in the Mickey Mantle program (with 16 year olds) as the high school teams have done in the recent past.  The idea of moving the Gopher State League teams to the direction of the Senior House League Director was also discussed; however while OMGAA has provided most of the teams in the league in recent years, it functions as a traveling team format with other communities.  

Motion to discontinue the 15 Year Old Junior Traveling teams and to permit 15 
year old players to join the Mickey Mantle program was made by Don Myhre


Seconded by Dave Ditty 


Motion was voice approved unanimously.

B.
Tournament Director and Fundraising Director

The ad hoc committee on fund raising will provide the board with a proposal on a structure for that function at a future meeting.


C.
Additional Director for Traveling Fastpitch

The board discussed the possibility of adding a second Traveling Fastpitch Director due to additional time commitments because of the significant expansion of the program in recent years.  The board encouraged Bob Usset to delegate many of the tasks that he is currently performing to selected Coordinators as in done in most other leagues within OMGAA.  Designated Coordinators are eligible for reduced fees and can be assigned to specific teams or programs such as Fall Ball or Dome Ball.

Team Sponsorship: 

Jeff Young had two inquires about sponsoring teams with logos on jerseys and team banners.  In the past, this has been a serious logistical problem and a money loser for OMGAA.  Therefore, the board does not encourage individual team sponsorship.
Pitching Machines / Kid Pitch

Dave Ditty led a discussion regarding the issue of pitching machines and players pitching at the 9 year old level. Dave explained that almost every program in the surrounding communities uses pitching machines for 8 year olds and kid pitch for 9 year olds.  The current practice impacts the 10 year olds, especially for traveling teams since they have had no pitching experience.  Historically, the Maple Grove Park and Recreation program has 7 and 8 year olds in Cub Ball where coaches pitch to batters.  Any changes to our program should be discussed with Park and Rec.  A survey could be posted on –line whether past participants would prefer to have the 9 year old level become a kid pitch program, remain as a pitching machine program or have a split season where the machine pitch is used in the first half of the season and kid pitch is used in the second half.
Training Camps

Dave Mauch discussed the survey he will send out in the near future to assess the training needs of OMGAA.  The survey will go out to directors, coordinators and coaches to determine which training needs are most pressing.  Dave will also determine what facilities and equipment are available for training purposes.  Dave stated he was looking at 1) free clinics for all players 2) coaches clinics and 3) clinics where the Traveling coaches provide coaching to House league coaches- especially for pitching and catching.
2007 Tryouts

Traveling Baseball and American League tryouts will be held at Velocity Sports in Champlin in 2007.  More details will be forthcoming.
Adjournment



Motion to adjourn was made by Don Myhre


Seconded by Jeff Young


Motion was voice approved unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 9:45 pm.

Submitted by,

Tim Murphy, OMGAA Secretary

Future Meetings:

	October 17, 2006
	7:00 pm

	November 21, 2006
	7:00 pm

	December 19, 2006
	7:00 pm


All meetings at the Maple Grove Community Center
